
 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES  

 TUESDAY, AUGUST 25, 2020 *7:00 p.m. 

A Regular Meeting of the Seaside Park Planning Board was held on Tuesday the 25th day of August at 7:00 pm via a virtual 
Zoom Meeting with Chairman Michael Giuliano presiding. 
 
PRESENT: ALSO PRESENT: 
Roll Call of Board Members. Gregory Hock Esq., Board Attorney 
Michael Giuliano, Chairman Douglas Rohmeyer, PE, Board Engineer 
Martin Wilk, Vice Chairman Sandra Martin, Board Secretary  
Anthony DiCaro   
Frank Losey 
Dominick Bucci  
Anne Pitchell 
John A. Peterson Jr., Mayor  
Chief Boag, Police Chief  
Matthew DeMichele, Council Member  
Karen Kroon, Alternate #1 
 
1. Chairman Giuliano called the meeting to order and requested that all rise and salute the Flag.  
2. Chairman Giuliano read the “Statement of Compliance with the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act.” 
3. The roll was called, all members were present.  
 
4. Swearing in of Professionals. 
Board Engineer, Rohmeyer was sworn in under Oath by Board Attorney Hock. 
 
5. Resolutions Memorializing Board Decisions.  
PB/2020-03* Major Boardwalk Trust - Amended Site Plan. North Ocean Avenue * Stockton & Porter Avenues: ( Block 97, Lot 
20.01 & 20.03) 
The Board Attorney, Mr. Hock summarized the resolution into the record. Chairman Giuliano reiterated that the conditions 
include requiring the applicant to return back to the Board of Health concerning public bathrooms and obtaining zoning 
approval. 
 
Roll Call Vote: Motion to approve Resolution PB/2020-3 was made by Mr. Losey, seconded by Mr. Wilk, and unanimously 
carried.  
For: Losey, Wilk, Bucci, Pitchell, Kroon, Wilk, Guiliano 
Against: None 
Abstain: None 
Not Voting: DiCaro, DeMichele, Peterson, Boag 
Carries: Yes.  
 
6.  Approval of Minutes: Approval of Minutes: July 28, 2020, & June 23, 2020 
Chairman Giuliano announced the minutes of May 26, 2020, will carry.   The Zoom account recorded the meeting on his P.C. 
instead of the cloud.  The recording will be located in the near future.  Chairman Giuliano requested a motion to approve the 
minutes of June 23, 2020.  
 
Roll Call Vote: Motion to approve June 23, 2020, Regular Meeting Minutes made by Ms. Pitcheel, and seconded by Mr. Bucci, 
unanimously carried by the membership present.  
Vote of acclamation with unanimous consent, motion carried.  
 
7.  Approval of Invoices. 
Chairman Giuliano requested a motion to approve the four (4) invoices submitted by Board Attorney Greg Hock Esq.,  
 
Voice Vote: Motion to approve four (4) invoices submitted by Board Attorney Greg Hock Esq made by Ms. DeMichele, and 
seconded by Ms. Pitchell, unanimously carried by the membership present.  



 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES  

 TUESDAY, AUGUST 25, 2020 *7:00 p.m. 

Vote of acclamation with unanimous consent, motion carried.  
 

Chairman Giuliano requested a motion to approve the two (2) invoices submitted by Douglas Rohmeyer, CME Associates. 
Voice Vote:  Motion to approve the invoices submitted for Mr. Rohmeyer was made by Mr. DeMichele,  seconded by Mr. Losey, 
and unanimously carried by the membership present. Vote of acclamation with unanimous consent, motion carried.  
 
Chairman Giuliano requested a motion to approve the payment for Ms. Martin.  
Ms. Martin noted there is a revised invoice submitted for reimbursement with regard to the Zoom account.  The account 
reimbursed and reset causing a difference from the original invoices submitted.  
 
Voice Vote: Motion to approve the payment for Ms. Martin was made by Mr. DeMichele seconded by Mr. Losey and 
unanimously carried by the membership present.  Vote of acclamation with unanimous consent, motion carried.  
 
8. Pending Applications. None 
 
9. Review of Correspondence: None 
 
10. Unfinished Business: None 
 
11.  New Business:  
Chairman Giuliano thanks Mayor Peterson and Councilman DeMichele for forwarding the draft Municipal Public Access Plan to 
the Planning Board for comments.  He explained it is an element to be adopted in the Master Plan. 
 
Municipal Public Access Plan: 
Chairman Giuliano: Feels Borough should be commended for having sixty-seven points of access to the bay-ocean marina.  
 
Mayor Peterson: Read the comments from RVE and is not aware of any specific plans to add additional access points.  The letter 
suggested a pier at 8th Avenue.  He has never heard any comment or support of this.  The Borough is trying to apply for any and 
all grants eligible for bayfront preservation, wave mitigation, habitat restoration, nature shoreline creation, and all combined into 
one, in regard to potentially trying to partner with National Fish & Wildlife and other related agencies.  The National Fish & 
Wildlife do not encourage or support construction along the bayfront.  They do not anticipate any other access points and are 
working to do our best to preserve and enhance what we have. 
 
Chairman Guiliano: Noted there are some updates needed in the draft.  There is longer free public wifi, and also it speaks about 
the dune beach replenishment.  The ADA beach entrance locations need to be updated as they have increased.  The community 
needs assessment needs to be updated as there is almost nothing there.  
 
Councilman DeMichele explained 7th Avenue has been suggested to place the matrix mats, which may lead to additional 
handicapped parking spots.  The ballfield is not mentioned in the 14th Avenue recreation area and the improvements to the 5th 
Avenue playground area in the recreation section. 
 
Mr. DiCaro asked if the top of the dune can be lowered by 5ft.  Mr. Rohmeyer explained the oceanfront dune profile is designed 
by the Army Corp designed for this part of the barrier island.  
 
Board Engineer Rohmeyer explained that as of today, there are only six municipalities that have concluded the MPAP, others are 
in draft form.  He agrees that Seaside Park has the most access points in NJ.  Suggests enhancement goals of educational 
components with educational placards, goals of continued recreational activities with park programs, and encouraging getting 
more people out on the water with such ecotourism. Mayor Peterson added there was a meeting this year to have the YMCA  start 
a summer camp program, which became shut down with everything else but it is in the works.  The Borough conducted many 
activities over the years such as the children fishing programs, and the Bait & Tackle shops providing educational brochures. 
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The Clean Ocean Action held for approximately 36 years has a  pending application this October.  It should be noted as an 
educational program involved in the Borough.  A one on one meeting will be scheduled for beach cleans up, dune planting 
volunteer events specifically memorized in the plan and encouraged.  Also for whatever reason, the DEP has its own list of plans 
prohibiting planting other ‘non-native’ species plants.  In Seaside Park we have participated in dune plantings for 40 years with 
the assistance of professors from Stockton University, Stevens Institute, and DEP representatives; having a wide array of plants. 
Their argument is that some non-native plants may have a tendency to push out natives.  We have a track record showing it is not 
the case.   We want to make sure all the plants and species are listed. The NJDEP also prohibits beach buggies in the offseason 
which Seaside Park permits, we want to ask the NJDEP to authorize and incorporate it into the plan.  
 
Ms. Kroon asked if the beach accesses can be widened.  A brief Board discussion took place about poison ivy growing in the 7th 
Avenue walkway. 
 
Chairman Giuliano explained the draft plan cannot be officially endorsed at this time.  Attorney Hock continued to explain there 
are some formal requirements in the MULA for amending the Master Plan, similar to the reexamination.  Once we know what the 
final plan will look like, then set it up for a master plan amendment. 
  
Ms. Pitchell requests helpful information given out to beachgoers with the purchase of a beach badge.  Council President 
DeMichele explained the beach badges contain a QR code that directs to the official Seaside Park website.  The Board discussed 
incorporating the QR code on the beach badges in the future. 
 
Fire Pits:  
Mayor Peterson forwarded over an inquiry and general complaint concerning fire pits.  This led to a discussion of the importance 
and that there is history in the past from the Planning Board.  The adoption of the ordinance in the past led to an open-ended 
approval of fire pits.  He noted there is a vast difference between using natural gas versus beechwood fire pits. The Board 
discussed fire pits and potential safety concerns.  
 
Vice-Chairman Wilk suggests any built-in permanent structure requirements to be natural gas.  Ms. Pitchell spoke about forest 
fire regulations with the air pollution code when open burning leaves.  
 
Mr. DiCaro agrees with Vice-Chairman Wilk.  He suggests looking at portable fire pits a bit more closely. 
Council President DeMichele explained that there is a vast amount of opinions with a combination of different uses.  He feels 
propane can be a safety hazard with outdoor elements.  Mr. DiCaro agrees noting propane can be dangerous.  Vice-Chairman 
Wilk noted grills are illegal on decks, he feels any propane device should be illegal on a deck because of the potential safety 
hazard.  
 
Vice-Chairman Wilk stated the Water Treatment Plant plans were not forwarded to the Board, in all the years of its planning.  He 
suggests the Planning Board evaluate an ordinance for storage pods regulating where, and how long they can be used on a 
property.  Mr. DiCaro feels pod storage use should be an application with the Code Department.  The Board discussed a 
requirement of having to place the storage pods in an area not obnoxious to neighbors and a set standard of time.  
 
Vice-Chairman Wilk inquired if a garage is able to be left as a primary structure after the primary structure is taken down  He 
stated there are a few in the Borough.  Attorney Hock explained an accessory structure does not become a principal structure and 
feels it is a general violation.  He will research further.  
 
Permanent Standby Generators, Installed: 
The Vice-Chairman explained that the Borough does not have specific regulations for standby generators, the Building 
Department using the code for air conditions.  Suggests an amendment include generators and addresses in the section for 
regulations of air conditioners.   Mayor Peterson explained a letter from the Board to the Governing Body explaining the Board 
discerning a potential problem is suitable to begin the research and discussion.  The Board had a brief discussion about amending 



 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES  

 TUESDAY, AUGUST 25, 2020 *7:00 p.m. 

the code to include generators having setbacks similar to air conditioners.  Board consent for Chairman Guiliano to forward the 
said letter. 
 
Mr. Losey commented that porta-potties should be locked when not in use.  He explained the work at the bayfront pump house 
has been going on for years.  The unattended porta-potties are an issue being used year-round as public restrooms. The Board had 
a brief discussion about the NJDOT work at the bay pump house.  Mayor Peterson explained he received a complaint questioning 
why this work is going on creating disruption during the summer seasons.  He further explained the recent tropical windstorm 
bent and broke impellers, which was explained to be not routine work estimated to conclude in four weeks.  A brief discussion 
took place about the ongoing work at the bay pump house.  Mayor Peterson noted the destruction of bayfront planting that 
Rutgers assisted with.  He noted that the Borough also is not permitted to hook up into the County.  The Board feels it is a waste 
of time and money, and an outrage.  Mr. Losey would like a rule or regulation for the porta-potties to be locked when not in use 
with all projects throughout the Borough. Chief Boag stated the Police will get on that tomorrow and begin to make the phone 
calls, also regulating dumpsters across sidewalks as requested by Vice-Chairman Wilk. Mayor Peterson will look into the issue of 
the NJDOT project. 
 
Chairman Guiliano announced the Borough has a new Administrator. He asked if the meetings will continue to be conducted 
virtually.  Mayor Peterson explained the recent executive order allows for a limited number of in-person attendance. The 
meetings are presently being conducted virtually. Chairman Giuliano stated the Seaside Park Planning Board is compliant with 
the regulations. 
.  
Public Comment: None 
 
12. Adjournment. 
With no additional business to be discussed at this time, the meeting was adjourned on a motion by Mr. DeMichele, seconded by 
Vice-Chairman Wilk and unanimously carried by the membership present. 

 
Date Approved: 

______________________________ 
Planning Board Chairman 

    
_______________________ 
Board Secretary 


